
  

  

Introducing your puppy to a collar and lead 
 

It is important to introduce your puppy to wearing a lead and collar as soon as possible. 

Normally breeders will put thin collars onto puppies early on so they can identify which puppy is which so 

they should be happy when you put a collar on them. If your puppy hasn’t been used to wearing a collar, 
then you can follow the simple steps below before moving on to the section on how to introduce the 

lead. 

 

Getting your puppy comfortable with wearing a collar: 

Have some treats nearby and offer your puppy a treat and start stroking them very calmly. When your 
puppy is relaxed put the collar around its neck and do up the clasps. When the collar is on your puppy 

give them a few treats and leave it on for a minute then remove the collar. Don’t treat the puppy when 

you take the collar off or they will associate the reward with the collar being removed and we need to 
reinforce the collar being put on and left on the puppy. Leave the collar on for longer each time you put it 

on. 

 

Introducing the lead: 

1. Clip the lead onto the collar and give your puppy some treats. Just leave the lead on the floor and 

call your puppy towards you and give them some treats.  

 

2. Next you can see if you can lure your puppy to walk beside you whilst the lead is on the floor and 

keep rewarding your puppy. If they try and grab at the lead and chew it. Throw a treat on the 

floor away from the puppy so they must release the lead to get the treat.  

 

3. Keep practicing having the lead on your puppy’s collar frequently. Then you can build up to hold 

the lead. 

 

4. Never use the lead to pull the puppy along. If it goes tight call your puppy excitedly towards you 

and either play with a toy with your puppy or offer them a tasty treat. 

 

5. You want them to have an incredibly positive experience when the lead is first introduced. 

 

6. A dog’s lead should never be used to pull them it should only be used as a safety connection 
between you and them.  

 

We will teach you in our puppy training class how to teach your puppy to walk nicely beside you on a 

lead. 

  


