
 

 

Recall Training 
 

It is important to remember when you are teaching your dog a recall you need to start where 

they will always succeed.  Limit distractions to an absolute minimum.  Use soft high value treats 

so they will really want to come back to you for the ultimate reward!  Start the training in the 

house.  Have your dog relatively close to you.  Ensure you have some tasty treats. Call your dog 

over to you take hold of him and click and then treat.  Increase the distance.  Then you can 

start working from one room to another. 

 

Next try the training outside.  Have someone hold your dog for you and walk about 6 – 10 

paces away from your dog.  Say your dog’s name excitedly to encourage them to come to 

you.  When they come over to you take hold of their collar click and treat.  Practice this on the 

walk if you are comfortable with your puppy/dog coming back to you.  Always make sure that 

you are in a safe area and away from the road.  Alternatively practice in your garden or in the 

house. 

 

Call your dog when there are distractions.  If your dog runs in the other direction, never chase 

them and don’t tell them off when they return to you. Try training them to a whistle or use a 

squeaky toy to get their attention and use really tasty treats.  (Whistle training leaflet attached) 

 

Practice little and often allowing your dog to run around having a sniff enjoying their walk; 

call them back frequently always taking hold of their collar or harness and reward them.  

Give them a cue to release them e.g. go on, off you go. Remember don’t let your dog off 

at the same point in the walk and don’t always put them back on the lead at the same 

point they will become wise to this and then may play up when you are trying to get them 

back on their lead.  Use a squeaky toy to get their attention, only use this toy for their walk 

as it will become less interesting if they have it all the time.  

 
Introducing the Whistle 

Day 1 and day 2 - Stand close to your dog, blow the whistle and within 2 seconds click and treat.  

Make each whistle blow the same length.  Repeat 6 – 12 times intermittently each day. 

 

Day 3 - This is the first day that you will be recalling him, so using the whistle, wait until your dog is 

at one end of the room, blow the whistle and when he comes click and treat him immediately 

(don’t worry about asking him for a sit before giving the reward).  Today only keep within one 

room.  Repeat 6 – 12 times intermittently. 

 

Day 4 - You are now ready to recall him into another room.  Wait until he is settled in one room.  

Go to another room and recall him using the whistle.  Reward immediately and repeat 6 – 12 

times. 

 

Day 5 - Recall your dog using the whistle from the house into the garden, reward and repeat as 

above. 

 

Day 6 - Recall your dog using the whistle from the garden into the house.  Reward and repeat 6 

– 12 times a day. 

 

Now you are ready to try this in a different area. 


