
  

  

Recall 

 
If you would like to train your dog to come to a whistle the training document can be 

accessed in the members area. A whistle is great if there is more than one of you who walks 

your puppy. Always buy 2 whistles the same so you have a spare in case you lose one. 

 

If using your voice be excited as this will encourage your dog to come to you.  Always set 

your puppy up for success. Initially you can use a very mild distraction and keep the 

distance relatively close whilst they are learning and increase the distractions gradually. I 

recommend using very high value treats for this exercise. Warm chicken or other warmed 

meat is the best treat to use as the smell will be very intense.  

  

Remember to always take hold of your puppy’s collar so they are happy for you to take 

hold of them when they come back to you. 

 

1. In your home or garden move away from your puppy. If you jog or run, they will be 

more motivated to come close to you. When your pup comes to you click and treat 

and move away again. If your puppy stays by your side click when they are next to 

you and throw your treat to one side to make them run towards the treat then recall 

your puppy. When they get to you click and treat. 

 

2. As a separate exercise it is important that your puppy is comfortable with you taking 

hold of their collar or harness so you can safely put them back on lead again. Sit on 

the floor with your puppy and just reach your hand towards their collar or harness 

under the chin. Place a finger into their collar or harness and keep hold. Click and 

treat. 

 

3. Build on your distraction gradually as it is important to always set your puppy up for 

success. If you are worried that your puppy will not come back, and you are unsure 

if the area you are using is totally enclosed you can use a long line. (I make these, 

and they can come in various lengths). 

 

4. If your puppy doesn’t come on first call, change your excitement and as soon as 

they look at you it can help if you run in the opposite direction. As your puppy 

comes closer to you drop a treat on the ground and move away. As they take the 

treat click and move again ensuring your energy is relatively high. When they go to 

the treat click and move again. Keep working at this process and gradually your 

puppy will start to stay with you as they will realise that they will keep getting nice 

treats. 

 

5. When your puppy approaches you throw a treat between your legs this will make 

the recall a bit of a game. 

 



  

  

Important things to remember for recall: 

 

a. Always reward with a tasty treat no matter how old your dog is. 

b. Don’t always let your puppy off in the same place on your walk. 

c. Don’t always put your puppy back on their lead at the same place in your 

walk. 

d. Recall your dog every 10 seconds or so.  

e. Sometimes put them back on the lead sometimes release them again. 

f. Use a release cue. 

g. If your puppy comes back to you of their own accord always reward. So they 

have a really positive association of every time they return to you they will 

always be rewarded. 

 

6. If you have someone who can help you with your recall you want them to act as a 

distraction. Even better if they have a dog! If your puppy starts running towards them 

recall them immediately and if it helps start moving in the opposite direction so they 

come towards you. Give them loads of praise if you have recalled them from a 

distraction. 

 

7. Vary the point at which you recall when you are practicing this. 

 

8. This part of the recall training is important as it will help to build on your relationship 

with your dog and they should always come back to you regardless of what the 

distraction is. 

 

9. If your dog is very motivated by toys. Use a tuggy toy and play with your dog when 

they come back to you. 

 

10. It is good practice to recall your puppy or dog back to you when you are on a walk 

when you see another dog. 

 

11. A common problem when out on walks is puppies and dogs running over to other 

puppies and dogs or even people. Even if your dog is friendly the dog they are 

approaching might not be or the person may be frightened of dogs.  

 

12. It is even more important especially if the other dog is on a lead. The common 

phrase that people with dogs that do this say, “It’s ok my dog is friendly!” Often, they 

aren’t they can be over exuberant. Dogs are extremely good at reading dog body 

language and some people aren’t good at reading dogs. If a dog is over-aroused 

this is when you can get dogs attacking other dogs and people. 

 

13. If you are anxious about letting your puppy off lead, use a training line or look for a 

field to hire that is completely enclosed.  

 

See the training document for Legs or Middle as this can be a great addition to recall. 


