
 

 

Finish 

 

Finish is a good behaviour to teach your puppy to come in beside you. It is a variation on Legs 

or middle. It’s great to give your dog lots of behaviours to practice with close control. Finish is 

always traditionally started from the right side and your dog will end up on your left side. 

 

1. With your puppy or dog in front of you guide them around from your right side and 

behind you and then to your left it can be helpful to use a treat to lure them around. 

Your dog should finish on your left side. Initially just teach this as one fluid movement, 

click and treat when they are on your left. Don’t worry about introducing the sit straight 

away we want your puppy to get used to coming round from right to left. If your puppy is 

really god at doing legs you might need to ensure your legs are close together as they 

may try and come in the middle between your legs. 

 

2. Once they are moving from right to left without being lured you can then add in the sit. 

Your dog should sit squarely beside you. 

 

3. When your puppy is coming around from right to left and sitting by your side without 

being lured this is when you should start adding in the finish cue.  

 

4. If you are still luring, try without using a treat to lure and see if your dog understands the 

behaviour. If they are offering the behaviour independently add in your verbal cue as 

they are about to offer the behaviour. If they don’t follow your hand without a treat go 

back to luring then try again.  

 

5. If you find your puppy is sitting to the side of you and looking at you or even coming in 

front you can either use a treat to lure into position so they are sitting beside you or try 

training this next to a wall and you can place your left leg in front of your puppy to stop 

them from walking forwards. This should be done with no contact on your puppy or 

without restricting them. 

 

6. Gradually move away from the wall to see if your puppy is starting to sit in a straight line 

next to your leg. If they keep swinging their bottom round or coming in front of you go 

back to training the position closer to the wall. 

 

7. Usually after a few attempts your puppy should start to understand the behaviour. 

 

8. Just ensure that you click and treat at the right time and don’t be in too much of a hurry 

to add in the sit or the cue of finish. 

  


